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Thorough probe before marriages is vital

By Swatl Desai

Hyderabad; Laxm1 was mar-
ried 1o o professional i the
US with good recommenda-
tions and a good family. Grad-
unlly. her parents realised
that her husband was 1solat-
wg her from them, and she
was a victim of domestic vio-
lence. This set them through
a whirlwind of conflicting
emotions. They blamed Lax-
m for being too headstrong
and themselves for sending
her to a foreign country. They
were caught between a
strong belief in the sanctity
of a marriage and an urge to
get Laxm out. Besides the
anger they felt agamst the
husband and his family, they
were worried about the fu-
ture and the shame the mat-
ter could bring to them. They
were also helpless due to the
distance.

Parents of daughters with

similar failed marrages, es-
pecially in foreign places go
through these emotions.
They are faced with two
questions — what thev could
have done to prevent such sit-
uations and how does one
deal with it?

Parents are typically well-
wishing and trusting, but it
pays to take stringent pre-

cautions. Firstly, a thorough
1nvestigation among grooms'
close friends and NOT just
his family pays off. One
should not get mto the dollar
dream trap. Encourage the
daughter to have a frank con-
versation with the prospec-
tive groom so that there are
no skeletons in the cupboard.
If he 1s willing to discuss

past relationships, it 1s a
good sign. However, if he jus-
tifics past relationships say-
mg, “Ifound out that she was
crazy or she falsely accused
me of hitting her,” it 1s a bad
omen. Such confessors pin
blame on others and emote
self-pity. Further investiga-
tion through friends 1s vital
m such cases.

Parents must check if the
conditions are right for fi-
nancial 1dependence
through work or education.
The ability to stand on one’s
own feet 1s paramount to sur-
vive 1n a foreign country. Par-
ents must also ensure a safe-
ty net of sound finances (in
case, she needs to travel
back) and friends outside the
husband's famnily, before the
daughter departs. Do not 1n-
sist on a grandchild until she
has settled. Remember that it
18 OK to call social service
agencies for help because the

legal and immigration issues
canbe costly and overwhelin-

ing when on your own. Also,
she can call directory assis-
tance and ask for an infoline
that can give her tollfree
phone numbers to get help.

If an unwarranted situa-
tion arises despite these pre-
cautions, stop blaming your-
self anu try to look at the sit-
uation as an outsider. Your
pain, worry, and shame being
conveyed to your daughter
will worsen her experience.
Second, convey your support
without interfering in her de-
cision-making process. This
requires tremendous pa-
tience — difficult but vital.

(To be continued)
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