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- American materialism
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I work in Los Ange- tion or Carnegie Mellon Uni-
les as a mental health versity iyt
consultant, I still have troy. ultimate very common for causes such
ble negotiating payment for P
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my services and
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I also observed two phe
nomena in last two decades
inmy visits to IndiaOne, un
derneath the cover of older
values, my fellow Indians
were truly desiring and com
peting with each other for the
same material luxuries that
appeared crass in the US
Two, my American friends
had a stronger inclination
and ability to go beyond the
comforts from “things” and

community
vancement, in the form of
material donation or giving
time as a volunteer, is very
well established in American
culture. Almost all wealthy
people would be involved in
Philanthropy - may 1t be Bill

pity thae scientific eumn;t_.\
bucks in ordes te perents G

. pursue
- covering the “truth® they be-

lievein It may perhaps be be-

i- cause their basic survival

needs are not threatened If
50, this is all the more reason
to pursue materfalism that
gives people the freedom to
bring out the best in them.

(Theauthor, g psychothera
pist in privaze practice in Los
Angeles and q mental health

{ant to South Asian
agencies, is on q visit to ISB,

Hyderabad)




