VORLD AT YOUR FEET

The T imes of lndm, Hyderabad

Dollar dreams turn seti for man

By Swati Desal

Iiyderabad: Laxmi, Sunita,
and Chitra mav not know
each other, but share a few
things in common, They are
cducated,  voung,  indian
wousien frun well-lo-do mad-
dle class families who mar.
riet  young  professionals
workirg n the US. With sin-
ilar  fanily  backgrounds,
thev had dreains of a better
1ife. 8o did thew parents. Un-
fortunately, they also share
shatteved dreams and by
kert marTages.

It i1s wnlkelv that the
sgvarity o e experiences
are shiared by the majority of
wowmier: whe go abroad aner
wrirmee But the difficulties
in adjustmenie are common
and are usually not cdls-
cusse] openlyt It Inost cases,

A 2

the high grevalence of vie-

Jirst serwous mssue  lence agamst women williun
pavents of such brides ave i faced by sueb hrides I thatof  the South astan community

out for.
The
n tbe US bas beey well es-

the dazli as fo what to watch  domesli: violenve. Although

hhlmhr'd by stuclies, it has
not been publicied m Incla,

Cultural disconforputy is
anothar  senols  gssue
Women ate swrounded by
hushands' extended family
who demand traditional be-
havious. Such m-laws' nfnd-
set belongstothe India of fhe
Ume thev left homa. he hus-
band too mmtares these ex
pectations. Tt doess '3 matter
thal the worannay be prod-
uct of & modern, independ-
enband lewsty India

TN suLDe Cases wanen en-
counter mental 1iness and
evcentricity - {kew hus-
bands. They may ing skele-
tons tumbling ot - the clos-
er post-martiagnvan 480
demand onfragecus sexual
hehavipur In the abzanes of
the nsual family support sys-
tems, all these come as a
shneker (n womern.

Wives of the professionals

Y brides

with a temporary werk par-
mit m the US oo fac= bt
dles. Such permits do ngt al-
low wives to work. In such
vases, the woman is pagsg
time in idieness, With hus
bands  busy with wok
women gel lithe aucess (o G
miliar or comforting aciivi-
tles. In the next few WE24G,
stories based on the Tves of
Laxmy, Sunita, Chil-a, sand
uthers will be told m aseres
of articles, with names
changed on voquest. For par-
ents, the 1St of precaintions
will be presented. liclp for
women m these sitietions
will be discussed,

(The euthor 15 ¢ sy
CRGERRTAPISE I, prueyte prae
tice in Los Angeles, 0 ¢
mental health conseliant to
South Asian agencres. She 1y
currenily on subbaii-al and
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